
I am dedicated to doing whatever I can to foster public resistance to Governor 
Cuomo’s Education Transformation Act and to pressure legislators who supported 
his education “reform” agenda to change the law.  To that end, I am in the process of 
organizing local coalitions and a regional coalition of public school advocates.  The 
NYS Allies for Public Education is one such coalition to reference.  I began this  
endeavor soon after the budget vote and pledge to continue my efforts until this   
legislation is either modified to our liking or repealed.   
Submitted by Ken Drake 
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This is the second in a series of articles about the state of our union, its place in 
the history of unions, and the role we retirees play in sustaining the organization. 

 I grew up in a union household so I know firsthand what union membership 
means in terms of social advancement.  My first recollection of what it meant to be 
a union member dates back to my childhood sitting at the kitchen table listening to 
my father complain about how little he was getting paid for the work he did.  My 
dad was a World War II veteran who served as a sergeant in the U.S. Signal 
Corp.  The training he got in the military prepared him well for his future employ-
ment as a lineman for the now defunct New York Telephone Company.   It was a 
job of long hours and backbreaking work in the early years after the war. As the 
company became more profitable, the workers demanded better working conditions, 
wages and benefits. It took three strikes before his union, The Communication 
Workers of America, finally settled on a satisfactory contract that helped move our 
family up the economic ladder.  

 I joined the V.V.S. Teachers Association when I was hired in 1969 without 
much thought. Over time, my union membership came to mean as much to me as it 
did to my dad.  The 60's and 70's were tumultuous decades and the upheavals in the 
educational establishment were just one of many societal changes occurring at the 
time. In his book, Teachers United, Dennis Gaffney chronicles the history of how 
teachers organized to form NYSUT and led the fight for significant changes in their 
conditions of employment.  This book should be required reading for all in-service 
and retired educators lest our struggle for dignity, due process, a decent salary, 
health insurance and pension security is forgotten.  The struggle continues... 
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Coalitions to Counter Governor Cuomo 

mac@nysut.org 

We are supporters of Public Education who believe excessive testing and in-
appropriate sharing of private student data without parental consent threatens the 
futures of our students, our schools and our state. See more at: www.nysape.org 

 

NYS Allies for Public Education 
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Bullying Tactics Won't Undermine Education 
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Once again, congratulations to the O-D Editorial 
Board for correctly recognizing and articulating the    
current state of affairs regarding teacher evaluation in 
your April 15 edition. Sadly, in the same newspaper, Lt. 
Gov. Kathy Hochul, the governor’s mouthpiece, demon-
strates just how detached and ruthless this administration 
has become when dealing with children in public schools. 

To paraphrase her own words, Ms. Hochul, “How 
dare you think that they WON’T be doing their very best 
(on the state tests)?” 

Three years ago, I felt this administration was        
unaware of the problems facing public education; two 
years ago, I thought they were unconvinced about the 
difficulties facing public education. Today, I am         
convinced that they are on a mission to deliberately     
dismantle public education while lining their pockets 
with donations from corporate cronies who see the poten-
tial to “transform” (as Mr. Cuomo puts it) public educa-
tion into a cash cow. 

They have encouraged and condoned the rushed im-
plementation of Common Core and the associated stand-
ardized testing, ignoring advice from varied stakeholders 
pointing out multiple flaws in the program’s roll-out,  
resulting in an ever increasing percentage of parents 
“opting out.” Based upon their unending insistence on 
using student’s test scores to evaluate teachers, we have 
witnessed a huge increase in the “Opt Out” movement 
last week that will likely be even bigger on the math    
sequence this week. 

They have also encouraged and condoned a complex 
and costly restructuring of the state teacher certification 
program, again ignoring well-reasoned arguments in   
favor of a corporately controlled process, and they     
continue to defend Pearson Publishing’s involvement, 
despite Pearson’s refusal to provide timely, meaningful 
feedback to candidates taking the tests. 

Disguised as “education reform,” they relentlessly 
attacked public schools and teachers and labeled them as 
failing. In doing so, they are attempting to abolish local 
control of school districts, and financially bankrupt them, 
all while championing charter schools as “competition.” 
They continue to advocate for costly evaluation            
procedures that have no logical basis as payback for   
NYSUT’s refusal to endorse the governor’s candidacy. 

Finally, as highlighted in a March 27 O-D editorial, 

instead of agreeing to a court ruling mandating a more 
equitable funding formula for the distribution of state aid, 
they choose to spend $1.7 million of your tax dollars to 
fight it. 

The only good news here is that this administration 
has managed to accomplish a feat that I have not          
witnessed since I became an educator. Every public     
education stakeholder—students, parents, administrators, 
school boards and yes, legislators and media—have    
united to express their opposition to this administration’s 
proposals and their disgust with their arrogant in-
difference to the genuine needs of public schools across 
New York state. Kudos to all those stakeholders for   
standing firm in the face of their rants and threats. 

While not totally successful, public education         
advocates can claim a budget victory that includes a     
significant increase in much needed funding, and a     
moratorium on establishing additional charter schools. 
But beware: their determination to abolish local govern-
ance of school districts and replace it with state-wide  
control will not end with this budget cycle, and the       
coalition of stakeholders needs to remain vigilant. 

What can you do? First, watch for and attend the 
promised state Education Department public forums that 
will solicit your opinions about an educationally sound 
way to evaluate students and by extension, teachers. 
Those SED officials need to hear a clear message that 
over-reliance on state testing needs to end. Hopefully,  
unlike our governor and his followers, they will be       
objective and create a reasoned and intelligent policy. 

Second, “Opt Out”! Civil disobedience is a corner-
stone of our democracy, and you need to lead, not merely 
join the growing number of parents who are through with 
the thinly disguised attempts by state government to     
destroy public education and fund Cuomo’s presidential 
campaign with donations from grateful CEOs who will 
reap the benefits through privatization. 

As you all know, the New York State Education     
Department recently implemented mandated DASA   
training to reduce school bullying. Perhaps Albany should 
enroll. 

 
Richard Moon is a retired Whitesboro teacher and past 

union president. He is now the Student Teacher Placement Co-
ordinator for Utica College's Educator Preparation Program. 

 
FALL LUNCHEON 

 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, at Twin Ponds in New York Mills 

Details will be in the next  
RC 8 newsletter 

Dr. Eric Kingson was the keynote speaker at the Election District 51 meeting at the Radisson on April 15 attended by   
NYSUT RA delegates Ken Drake, Howard La Fave and me.  Eric is a professor at Syracuse University’s School of 
Social Work who has spoken frequently at Alliance for Retired Americans functions over the years.  His new book 
published in 2015 entitled, Social Security Works! Why Social Security Isn’t Going Broke and How Expanding It Will 
Help Us All, was the topic of his presentation. Social Security will celebrate its 80th birthday this year.  Eric’s mission 
is to preserve and improve this vital program and to counter those who wish to “reform” it. 
Submitted by Florence Wood, Whitesboro Retired Teachers Association 
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CUOMO KICKS A HORNETS NEST—found on our website—retireecouncil8.org 
 
Governor Cuomo’s politically motivated decision to attack public school educators and to 
misrepresent the true nature of public education in New York State is an abuse of executive 
power.  His use of the bully pulpit to malign stakeholders in the public education community 
is reprehensible.  His attacks have prompted a fierce backlash from boards of education,     
superintendents, principals, teachers, parents and students.   

 

 

We Fondly Remember our Friends and Colleagues 

Conie ohoreskey  Adirondack 
Margaret Orban  Canastota 
Madeline Ellis   Clinton 
Barbara Fitzgerald  Clinton 
Charles Caton   Holland Patent 
Wayne Evans   Holland Patent 
Helen Fisher   Holland Patent 
Helen Kessler   Holland Patent 
Richard Reynolds  Holland Patent 
Norma Ure   Holland Patent/ 
         New Hartford/Poland 
Marian Hall   New Hartford and Utica 
Patricia Jones   New Hartford 
Rita Sator   New Hartford 
Carl Schmidt, Sr.  New Hartford 
Barbara Smith   New Hartford 
Dewey Valentine  New York Mills 
Ruth Burton   Oneida 
George Braman  Oneida BOCES 
Gloria Capelli   Oneida BOCES 
Terry Coy   Oneida BOCES 
Jacqueline Fuller  Remsen 
Josephine Agone  Rome 
Jean Beach   Rome 
Norah Davidson  Rome 
Richard Dorsino  Rome 
Audrey Coluccio Kaltenbach Rome 
Elizabeth Troutman  Rome 
Fred Zamperetti  Rome 
Margaret Grubel  Sauquoit 
Fred Blakeslee   Stittville, Holland Patent 
Betty Jane Kowalski  Stittville 
Johanna Albrecht  Utica 
Nelly Jean Dapice  Utica 
Joseph DCondo  Utica 
Rosalind Diamond  Utica 
Anita DiMarco  Utica 
Eleanor Downes  Utica 
Helen Griffith   Utica 

Rena Guidera   Utica 
Marjorie Hart   Utica/Whitesboro 
Anne Havel   Utica 
Carl Jensen   Utica 
Cecile Kupiec   Utica 
Helen Langlois  Utica 
Margaret Lux   Utica 
Robert McMahon  Utica 
Theresa Marcantonio  Utica 
John Mastroe   Utica 
Edna Murphy   Utica 
Eileen Philo   Utica 
Arthur Reppel, Jr.  Utica 
Helen Robinson  Utica 
Henry Stanton, Sr.  Utica 
Leslie Sunderhaft  Utica 
Jennifer Testa   Utica 
Orazio Tocci   Utica 
Rosemary Trimbey  Utica 
Angeline Visalli  Utica 
June Kapps   Verona 
Lou Ezzo   Vernon-Verona-Sherrill 
Joy Coneway   Waterville 
Nancy King   Waterville 
Joyce Roberts   Waterville 
Gail Schumacher  Waterville 
Mildred Clinch  Westmoreland 
Robert Rockwell  Westmoreland 
Christ Alexander  Whitesboro 
Robert Bronk   Whitesboro 
Eleanor Cannon  Whitesboro 
E. Ann Dalgety  Whitesboro 
Mario DiMarco  Whitesboro 
Grace Harnett   Whitesboro 
Jean Jamieson   Whitesboro 
Carolyn Jones   Whitesboro 
Loretta Kapolka  Whitesboro 
Verna Nelson   Whitesboro 
Janice Thornton  Whitesboro 

 
CHECK IT  

 

 OUT! 

New York State United Teachers called on members of the Board of Regents to hold public hearings in their    
regions to solicit input as they begin developing regulations to implement the governor's complicated new teacher/
principal evaluation law. 

Based on the rushed and trouble-filled implementation of the Common Core, NYSUT President Karen E. Magee 
said it is imperative that, this time, the Regents hold public hearings to listen to concerns from parents, teachers and 
other educators about how they can make a bad evaluation plan better. She said NYSUT members are already email-
ing individual Regents to press for hearings. 

You can e-mail the Regents at eval2015@nysed.gov or go to nysut.org/news/2015/april/nysut-calls-on-regents-
to-hold-public-hearings-to-solicit-input and scroll down to the “Take Action” section. 
Source:  nysut.org, 4/25/15 

http://retireecouncil8.org



